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Cycle the Solar System Quiz

All these questions can be answered by observation along the ‘Cycle the Solar System’ model on the York to Riccall Sustrans cycle track.  The questions are roughly in order for a journey from the Sun to Pluto, so if you’re approaching from Pluto, start at question 30!  We advise reading all the questions before you start…

Answers on request from info@solar.york.ac.uk

1. Which number National Cycle Network route is the solar system model situated on?

______________________________________

2. How old is the Sun? (The real one, not the model)

______________________________________

3. Is Mercury closer to the Sun or closer to Venus?

______________________________________

4. Which is the planet closest to the Sun with a moon?

______________________________________

5. If the Moon is 100 moon-diameters from Earth, how many sun-diameters is the Sun from Earth?  (Think total eclipse).

______________________________________

6. What species of tree is growing behind the Earth.

______________________________________

7. Is Venus bigger or smaller than the Earth?

______________________________________

8. What sort of ice do you find on Mars?

______________________________________

9. In which year was the Selby cycle track begun?

______________________________________

10. Which bank funded the millennium sign-post between Jupiter and Bishopthorpe? 

______________________________________




11. How far is this millennium signpost from Hull?

______________________________________

12. How many moons has Jupiter?

______________________________________

13. Is the fisherman on Naburn bridge looking upstream or downstream?

______________________________________

14. The model of the Cassini probe at Naburn station has the logos of two organisations on it, NASA and ESA.  What do these acronyms stand for?

______________________________________

15. How many booster rockets does Cassini have?

______________________________________

16. What bond of brickwork is used on the bridges along the route?

______________________________________

hint: 

17. How many planets have rings on the model?

______________________________________

18. How long does it take Uranus to go round the Sun?

______________________________________

19. What did British Coal present to the cycle track in January 1989?

______________________________________

20. Who made it?

______________________________________

21. How many steps are there down to the maze at Escrick station?

______________________________________

22. How long is a day on Neptune?

______________________________________

23. Is Pluto bigger or smaller than Mercury?

______________________________________

24. Which foundry cast the millennium sign-posts?  (There is one just beyond Pluto and another close to Jupiter).

______________________________________

25. Who designed the original?

______________________________________

26. How many bridges do you go under between the Sun and Pluto?

______________________________________

27. How many bridges to you go over between the Sun and Pluto?

______________________________________

28.Which two planets are closest together on the model?

______________________________________

29. What is the greatest distance between two adjacent planets on the model?

______________________________________

30. Which organisation built the cycle track?

______________________________________

______________________________________________
‘Cycle the Solar System’, a 10km long scale model of our solar system, was created in 1999 by 3 scientists from the University of York with the help of a Royal Society-British Association Millennium Award & generous support from Sustrans & City of York Council.

Web site:  www.solar.york.ac.uk

email:  info@solar.york.ac.uk
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